JOHN 20:19-31

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

APRIL 11, 2021

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH, CONOVER, NC



PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

We stand.
OPENING HYMN

“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”
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1 “Christ the Lord is ris'n to - day!” Saints on earth and an - gels say;
2 Love’s re-deem-ing work is done, Fought the fight, the bat - tle won;
3 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; Christ hath burst the gates of hell.
4 Lives a- gain our glo-rious King! Where, O death, is now thy sting?
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Raise your joys and tri - umphs high; Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth, re - ply.
Lo! Our Sun’s e-clipse is oer; Lol He sets in blood no more.
Death in vain for-bids His rise; Christ has o - pened par - a - dise.
Once He died oursouls to save; Where thy vic - to - ry, O grave?

5
Foll’wing our exalted Head.

Made like Him, like Him we rise;

Soar we now where Christ has led;

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies.

Praise to Thee by both be giv’'n!
Thee we greet triumphant now:
Hail, the resurrection, Thou!

Text and tune: Public domain

INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and
C Amen.

Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n!

of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.



CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
P

Cc

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
declare to you the forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

“He Is Arisen! Glorious Word”
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He s a - ris - en! Glo - rious Word! Now rec - on - ciled
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rows  bro - ken lie, De-stroyed hell’s fierc - est weap - on.

O  hear what cheer! Christ vic - to - rious, Ris-ing glo - rious,
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Life is giv - ing. He was dead but now is liv - ing!

Text and tune: Public domain

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Letus pray,

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s
resurrection may by Your grace confess in our life and
conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus
Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

We sit.

FIRST READING Acts 4:32-35

The full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul,
and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his
own, but they had everything in common. And with great power the
apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy
person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses
sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at
the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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SECOND READING 1 John 1:1-2:2

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have
seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands,
concerning the word of life— the life was made manifest, and we have seen it,
and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father
and was made manifest to us— that which we have seen and heard we
proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed
our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are
writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God
is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him
while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk
in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his
word is not in us.

My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.
But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for
the sins of the whole world.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

We stand.
ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.

HoLY GOSPEL John 20:19-31

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20" chapter.
Cc  Gloryto You, O Lord.



On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked
where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among
them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he showed
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the
Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
even so I am sending you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of anyone,
they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”

Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he
said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my
finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, | will never
believe.”

Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see
my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve,
but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to
him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have believed.”

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are
not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in
his name.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
We sit.

HYMN OF THE DAY “O Sons and Daughters of the King”
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10 sons and daugh - ters of the King, @ Whom heav’'n - ly

2 That Eas - ter morn, at break of day, The faith - ful
5 When Thom - as first the tid - ings heard That they had

6 “My pierc - ed side, O Thom - as, see, And look  up-
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hosts in glo-ry sing, To - day the grave has lost its sting!
wom - en went their way To seek the tomb where Je - sus lay.

seen the ris -en Lord, He doubt-ed the dis - ci-ples’ word.
on My hands, My  feet; Not faith-less but be - liev-ing be.”
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Al - le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia,
Al -le - lu-1a, al -le - lu - ia,
Al -le - lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia,
Al - le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia,

7 No longer Thomas then denied;
He saw the feet, the hands, the side;
“You are my Lord and God!” he cried.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

9  On this most holy day of days
Be laud and jubilee and praise:
To God your hearts and voices raise.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Tune and text: Public domain

al-le-1lu - ia!
al-le-1lu - ia!
al-le-1u - ia!
al-le-1lu - ia!

SERMON “Doubting Thomas Sees and Believes”

Rev. Dr. David Ludwig

We stand.

APOSTLES' CREED

C | believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER

CLOSING PRAYER

BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen”
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1 Al - le - lu - ia! Je - sus s ris - en! Trum - pets re -
2 Walk-ing the way, Christ in the cen - ter Tell - ing the
3 Je - sus the vine, We are the branch - es; Life in the
4 Weep-ing, be gone; Sor - row, be si - lent: Death put a -
5Cit - y of God, Eas - ter for - ev - er, Gold - en Je -

sound-ing in glo - ri - ous light! Splen-dor, the Lamb, Heav-en for-
sto - 1y to o0 - pen our eyes; Break-ing ourbread, Giv - ing us
Spir - it the fruit of the tree; Heav-en to earth, Christ to the

sun - der,and Eas - ter is bright. Cher - u-bim sing: “O grave, be
ru - sa-lem, Je - sus the Lamb, Riv - er of life, Saints and arch-
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ev - er! Oh, what a mir - a - cle God has in sight!
glo - ry: Je - sus our bless-ing, our con-stant sur - prise.
peo - ple, Gift of the fu - ture now flow-ing to me.
o - pen!” Clothe us in won-der, a - dorn us in light
an - gels, Sing with cre - a - tion to God the I AM!
A |, Refrain
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Je - sus s ris - en and we shall a - rise:
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Give God the glo - ry! Al-le - lu - ia!

Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004222
Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004222

POSTLUDE



